
ON CURRICULUM AND CULTURE
MAKING MEANING IN THE WORLD - ATHENA VS THE MACHINE





ATHENA CURRICULUM

• Conversation of humankind (culture) the way we do 
things here vs (who are you calling we?) - experience 

• Culture: Developing taste, opinions, values - finding 
meaning… truth, beauty, care, relationship to things, 
others - knowledge 

• Perspectives, subjective/objective, differing points of 
view, dialectic - judgement 

• Pursuit of wisdom = knowledge, experience, judgement



The Order of  Service:

• The best? 

• How do you teach culture? 

• Input/output 

• Culture and meaning. 

• The subjective. 

• Judgement: intelligent interleaving - dialectic.



THE BEST:

Inspectors will consider the 
extent to which schools are 
equipping pupils with the 
knowledge and cultural capital 
that they need to succeed in life. 

We have said that cultural capital 
is the essential knowledge that 
children need to be educated 
citizens. 



CULTURE:

Ofsted’s understanding of this 
knowledge and cultural capital 
matches that found in the aims of 
the National Curriculum.



NATIONAL CURRICULUM:

The national curriculum provides 
pupils with an introduction to the 
essential knowledge that they 
need to be educated citizens. 

It introduces pupils to            
the best that has been 
thought and said…



SIR DANIEL MOYNIHAN, CHIEF 
EXECUTIVE OF THE HARRIS FEDERATION

• “...a middle-class 
framework for middle-
class kids…”



IS “MIDDLE-
CLASS 
KNOWLEDGE” 
THE BEST?

Cultural Capital…



MIDDLE-CLASS 
KNOWLEDGE
CAN WE ALL 
BECOME POSH?





How do you teach  
culture? 



How do you teach  
culture? 

Input - Output



Where is The Mind?



In here?



Potentially Reductive…

Brain-Based 
Learning
Knowledge, Memory, Input-Output…

Instruction/Measured Outcomes…



COMPUTERS 
MADE OF MEAT
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MACHINES.

Computers are by far the best 
metaphor for lots of things... we 
are robot survival machines…



The Best





Measurable 
Knowing

• Quantitive 

• Objective
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Input - Output





CULTURE AND 
MEANING

How do you teach culture?





on the other, those who pursue many ends, often unrelated and 
even contradictory, connected, if at all, only in some de facto 

way’ 

‘there exists a great chasm between those, on one side, who 
relate everything to a single vision …

The Hedgehog and the Fox, Isaiah Berlin



THE BEST

Culture is the endeavour to 
know the best and to make 
this knowledge prevail for 
the good of all humankind







THE CRISIS IN CULTURE:

• The trouble with the 
educated philistine was not 
that he read the classics but 
that he did so prompted by 
the ulterior motive of self-
perfection…  

• …remaining quite unaware 
of the fact that Shakespeare 
or Plato might have to tell 
him more important things 
than how to educate himself





THE CRISIS IN 
CULTURE:
CULTURE HAS 
ACQUIRED SNOB-
VALUE, WHERE IT HAS 
BECOME A MATTER OF 
STATUS TO BE 
EDUCATED ENOUGH 
TO APPRECIATE 
CULTURE…



The Best



THE MYTHS WE LIVE BY.

This machine imagery has been 
so useful... that many people no 
longer think of it as a metaphor 
but as a scientific fact. 



CULTURE AND 
MEANING
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CULTURE AND 
MEANING

WHERE IS THE 
MIND?

How do you teach culture?



SIMON 
CRITCHLEY:
• For Heidegger… The world is 

part of who I am.



SIMON 
CRITCHLEY:
• Human being is being-in-the-

world… I am not an… ego facing 
a world of objects…  

• Rather… the world is part and 
parcel of my being, of the fabric 
of my existence.



EDWARD B. 
TYLOR:
• Culture: that complex 

whole which includes 
knowledge, belief, arts, 
morals, law, customs, and 
any other capabilities and 
habits acquired by man as 
a member of society.



Prof. ANDY CLARK

• The scientific study of 
mind… demands 
interdisciplinary effort…
incorporating bodily, 
cultural, and 
environmental 
scaffolding. 
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The Mind



The Mind - 
Culture and Meaning



THE 
SUBJECTIVE. 

Bringing the Human Back In



DAVID CHALMERS
PHILOSOPHER AND COGNITIVE SCIENTIST

The hard problem of 
consciousness is the problem of 
experience. 

Humans beings have subjective 
experience: there is something it 
is like to be them. 



RAYMOND TALLIS 
PHILOSOPHER, POET, NOVELIST, CULTURAL CRITIC, PHYSICIAN AND CLINICAL SCIENTIST

• We can comprehend how 
the light comes into the 
brain, but not how the 
gaze looks out of it.
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Intentionality



Intentionality

“Aboutness”



RAYMOND TALLIS 
PHILOSOPHER, POET, NOVELIST, CULTURAL CRITIC, PHYSICIAN AND CLINICAL SCIENTIST

• Intentionality cannot be 
reduced to… input-
output… it lies at the root 
of the knowledge 
relationship.
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KEVIN MITCHELL  

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF GENETICS AND NEUROSCIENCE, TRINITY COLLEGE 
DUBLIN

• Even when two people are 
exposed to what looks 
objectively like the same 
environment or 
circumstances, their 
subjective experiences may 
be highly different.  

• And it is the subjective 
experience that determines 
whether we learn from 
something and how it 
shapes our future behaviour. 



LEARNING:
THE SUBJECTIVE - 

QUALITY MATTERS 

HOW TO JUDGE THE 
BEST?







Knowledge comes to us imbued by our way of knowing it. 



Intentionality

“Aboutness”



Unity in diversity through the “capacity for shared intentionality… 
which represents the ability of human individuals to come together 

interdependently to act as a single agent… maintaining their 
individuality throughout, and coordinating the process with new 

forms of cooperative communication.” 

Michael Tomasello. Becoming Human 
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Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie:

❖ Culture functions ultimately to 
ensure the preservation and 
continuity of a people. 

❖ In my family, I am the child who is 
most interested in the story of who 
we are, in ancestral lands, in our 
tradition... 

❖ But I cannot participate, because 
Igbo culture privileges men... 

❖ If it is true that the full humanity of 
women is not our culture, then we 
can and must make it our culture.



CARLO ROVELLI:  THE ORDER OF TIME

Science aspires to objectivity… 
but we need to be wary about 
what we lose by ignoring the 
point of view from which we do 
the observing… 

Every glance that we cast towards 
the world is made from a 
particular perspective. 



PERSPECTIVISM:

❖ There is only a perspectival 
seeing, only a perspectival 
‘knowing’; and … the more 
eyes, different eyes, we know 
how to bring to bear on one and 
the same matter, that much 
more complete will our 
‘concept’ of this matter, our 
‘objectivity’ be.



ALVA NOË

• It is a mistake to think that 
our responses to works of 
art are ever only mere 
responses. They are more 
like judgements…  

• they are thoughtful… they 
are shaped by our 
knowledge and background 
and experience and the 
larger culture… and the 
ongoing dialogue… 



JUDGEMENT

Intelligent Interleaving









ALVA NOË

• ‘the challenge faced by 
an artist is to make 
something new that is 
comprehensible; to be 
comprehensible it must 
already be, in a way, 
partly old. In fact this is 
the quandary we face in 
every aspect of our lives.’



Delacroix



Emin



QUALITY 
CONTROL
HOW DO YOU 
KNOW IF IT’S ANY 
GOOD?









Athena













Input

Intentionality

Subjective -  
‘personal knowledge’

Freedom Pursuit of wisdom
Constrained by genes,  
situated, embodied…  

Dasein

We know more than we can tell…

mood

Experience

Knowledge 

the things  
themselves

Judgement
Perspective

Culture

Consciousness and Free Will

What we attend to…

Conversation 
Dialogue

Dialectic 
Juxtaposition



What is the best?   

This can only be answered in the subjective realm, for it is the 
judgement of humankind that establishes what the best might be at 
any one time.  

Therefore,  

we do not teach the best that has been thought and 
said; rather, we teach pupils how to make up their 
own minds, in an informed way, in order to make an 
educated judgement about what the best might be.             



KWAME ANTHONY APPIAH

• I begrudge nobody the things 
I love… I can love what is best 
in anyone’s traditions while 
sharing it gladly with others.  

• Yet if they believe that 
something in them, some 
racial essence, somehow 
connects them with an 
organic kernel, a Geist, that 
pervades Western culture, 
they understand neither race 
nor civilisation.



INTERLEAVING

IF I HAVE SEVERAL THINGS 
TO LEARN PERFORMANCE IS 
ENHANCED IN THE LONG 
TERM THROUGH 
INTERLEAVED PRACTICE. 

BETTER FOR THE ABILITY TO 
TRANSFER LEARNING TOO. 

STUDENTS ABLE TO 
DISCRIMINATE BETTER. 
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INTERLEAVING

• … juxtaposition, which 
allows for discrimination 
processes, is more critical 
to inductive learning than 
simple temporal 
spacing… noticing 
commonalities and 
differences.
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‘INTELLIGENT INTERLEAVING’ - 
DIALECTIC





PRIYAMVADA GOPAL

• The British empire… provides 
the common ground upon 
which our histories and 
identities were forged, whether 
those be of a white Etonian… 
or a queer British Asian social 
worker. Between total denial of 
imperial history and mindless 
celebration of it comes… 
knowledge of what happened. 

• British literature has a great 
dissident tradition that 
acknowledges this.



CLR JAMES
I  DENOUNCE 
EUROPEAN 
COLONIALISM… BUT I 
RESPECT THE LEARNING 
AND THE PROFOUND 
DISCOVERIES OF 
WESTERN CIVILISATION.



What’s included in your curriculum?





DECISIONS AND JUDGEMENT

Two roads diverged in a wood, and I

—I took the one less traveled by,

And that has made all the 
difference.



KNOWLEDGE 
EXPERIENCE 
JUDGEMENT

=Wisdom



CONTACT:
@Trivium21c 
0789 064 7769  martinrobborobinson@gmail.com  
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