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Utility and Utopia

Border Country (Where is the 
Mind?)

Progress 

The things themselves (The 
search for Meaning)



AIMS-LED CURRICULA - 2 U’S

Utility

Utopia



The Scottish vs The English Curriculum:

❖ The curriculum for excellence suggests that we should 
create successful learners who should be confident 
individuals, responsible citizens, and be able to 
contribute effectively.

❖ the English national curriculum states that we should 
introduce pupils to the best that has been thought and 
said, through a study of the essential knowledge they 
need to be educated citizens. 





CHINA

In general terms, education in the 
People’s Republic of China must 
serve the construction of socialist 
modernization, be combined with 
production and labour, and foster 
builders and successors with all 
round development of morality, 
intelligence and physique for the 
socialist cause. 



NORTH KOREA

The State shall embody the 
principles of socialist pedagogy so 
as to raise rising generation to be 
steadfast revolutionaries who will 
fight for society and the people, 
to be people of the new Juche 
type who are acknowledgeable, 
morally sound and physically 
healthy. 



AIMS-LED CURRICULA 

ambitious, capable learners, ready to learn throughout 
their lives

enterprising, creative contributors, ready to play a full 
part in life and work

ethical, informed citizens of Wales and the world

healthy, confident individuals, ready to lead fulfilling lives 
as valued members of society.



THE FOUR PURPOSES

ambitious, capable learners, ready to learn throughout 
their lives

enterprising, creative contributors, ready to play a full 
part in life and work

ethical, informed citizens of Wales and the world

healthy, confident individuals, ready to lead fulfilling lives 
as valued members of society.



LAWRENCE STENHOUSE

Education as induction 
into knowledge is 
successful to the 
extent that it makes 
the behavioural 
outcomes of the 
students unpredictable



St Augustine:

❖ Who is so foolishly curious as 
to send his son to school to 
learn what the teacher thinks?



ARNSTINE  (1964)

It is somehow 
undemocratic to plan 
in advance precisely 
how the learner 
should behave after 
instruction.



Myf Warhurst

Germaine Greer…

reminds us that education is 
liberation… there is something 
utterly glorious about 
watching someone who is 
truly liberated through 
knowledge in full flight…



DECISIONS AND JUDGEMENT

Two roads diverged in a wood, and I

—I took the one less traveled by,

And that has made all the 
difference.



WHAT SHOULD WE 
TEACH AND WHY?

HOW SHOULD WE 
TEACH IT?

Forget the four purposes… But do address:



BORDER COUNTRY
Where is the Mind?



Where is The Mind?



In here?



Williams contrasts life in his working-class birth-place, Pandy, on the 
Welsh-English border, with academic Cambridge, where he [taught] 

English literature: 
‘The journey between them is more than a physical journey. It's a 

journey between different kinds of life, different values. I cross that 
border in my mind almost every day… It seems to me important 

because the border country is everywhere…’



Land! Land! I am true to my land!

Gwlad, Gwlad, pleidiol wyf i'm gwlad,



HIRAETH

Border country:



Hannah Arendt:

❖ To avoid misunderstanding: it 
seems to me that conservatism, 
in the sense of conservation, is 
of the essence of the 
educational activity…



DUW IT’S HARD

‘I took my old helmet home with 
me 
Filled it full of earth  
And I planted little flowers 
there… 
A living memory  
Reminding me they could have 
grown  
In vases over me’



Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie:
❖ Culture functions ultimately to 

ensure the preservation and 
continuity of a people… 

❖ In my family, I am the child who is 
most interested in the story of who 
we are, in ancestral lands, in our 
tradition... 

❖ But I cannot participate, because 
Igbo culture privileges men... 

❖ If it is true that the full humanity of 
women is not our culture, then we 
can and must make it our culture.



EDWARD B. 
TYLOR:
• Culture: that complex 

whole which includes 
knowledge, belief, arts, 
morals, law, customs, and 
any other capabilities and 
habits acquired by man as 
a member of society.



SIMON 
CRITCHLEY:
• For Heidegger… The 

world is part of who 
[we are].



EDUCATION 
ENHANCES THE 
FREEDOM OF MAN 
BY INDUCTING 
HIM INTO THE 
KNOWLEDGE OF 
HIS CULTURE AS A 
THINKING SYSTEM

Lawrence Stenhouse



The Mind



Prof. ANDY CLARK

• The scientific study of 
mind… demands 
interdisciplinary effort…
incorporating bodily, 
cultural, and 
environmental 
scaffolding. 
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COMMUNITY OF MINDS
Encultured



Knowledge-Rich Curriculum:

• When we absorb great literature, we 
come face to face with ideas, 
experiences, and emotions that we 
might never otherwise encounter in our 
lifetime.  

• When we read history, we encounter 
people from a different age and learn 
from their triumphs and traps.  

• When we study physics and biology, we 
comprehend the mysteries of the 
universe and human life.  

• And when we listen to great music, we 
are moved in ways that reason cannot 
comprehend. 

• FAREED ZAKARIA: IN DEFENSE OF A LIBERAL EDUCATION…
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CULTURAL MOBILITY

• accepts there are many ways of being in the world.  

• As I cross the borders between them, these worlds 
disclose themselves to me and I traverse within 
them either openly or closed to them.  

• Education should help me be open to them, and 
to more ways of understanding the world without 
inexorably alienating me from my home. 



PERSPECTIVISM:

❖ There is only a perspectival 
seeing, only a perspectival 
‘knowing’… 

❖ the more eyes, different eyes, 
we know how to bring to bear 
on one and the same matter, 
that much more complete will 
our ‘concept’ of this matter, our 
‘objectivity’ be.



PROGRESS
Maps, Journeys and Flight Paths?



QUALITY 
CONTROL
HOW DO YOU 
KNOW IF IT’S ANY 
GOOD?









HOMO DEUS: 
YUVAL NOAH HARARI

• When schools began assessing 
people according to precise 
marks, the lives of millions of 
students and teachers 
changed dramatically…  

• …the skills required to get 
high marks in an exam are not 
the same as a true 
understanding of literature etc. 
But when forced to choose 
between the two, most schools 
go for the marks.
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Measurable 
Knowing

• Quantitive 

• Objective







Share Share Share Share Marketing
Compare Compare Apply Apply

Purposefully 
Apply



Athena



The Pursuit of Wisdom



Experience, Knowledge, Judgement



THE THINGS THEMSELVES
The search for Meaning



Design and Beauty

Johnny Ive
You have to deeply understand 
the essence of a product in 
order to be able to get rid of the 
parts that are not essential.



DRAMA

Drama includes acting, directing, design, 
technical theatre and arts administration.

You should consider: plot, character, thought, 
relationships (which encompasses 
interaction), tension, focus, place, time, 
language, voice (which encompasses accent, 
diction, pitch, tempo, pauses), movement 
(which encompasses gesture, facial 
expressions), proxemics, atmosphere, mood, 
symbols, design which encompasses stage 
lighting, sound, set, hair, make-up, costume, 
script writing, directing and stage management

comedy, tragedy, tragicomedy, farce, musical 
theatre, melodrama, mime, physical theatre



Curriculum and Narrative.







To the things themselves!



MEANING:
QUALITY MATTERS: 

THE SUBJECTIVE - HOW 
TO JUDGE WHAT IS 
GOOD, WHAT IS RIGHT, 
WHAT IS BEAUTIFUL, 
WHAT IS TRUE?



What’s included in your curriculum?















Delacroix



Emin



What is the best?   

…we teach pupils how to make up 
their own minds, in an informed way, in 
order to make an educated judgement 
about what the best might be.             



curriculum can help us in our personal search for 
meaning in the world…





Steve Jobs

❖ It comes down to trying to 
expose yourself to the best 
things that humans have done 
and then try to bring those 
things into what you’re doing…





CONTACT:
@Trivium21c 
0789 064 7769  martinrobborobinson@gmail.com  
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